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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 9, 11, 15-16, 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lindsay (US 4,009,047). 
Lindsay disclose the following: 

* regarding claims 1,16 & 50, a card-cleaning assembly for a printer (Abstract), 

* a card-cleaning means comprising a card-cleaning roller mounted to a frame of 
the printer, and adjacent to a surface of the card so that the roller collects debris from 
the card surface (col 5, line 64- col 7, line 26, col 8, lines 28-68, ); 

* a cleaning means for removing debris from the card-cleaning roller, the 
cleaning means (col 5, line 64- col 7, line 26, col 9, line s 18-35); 

* (i) a pivot arm pivotably attached to the printer frame (col 8, lines 28-68); 

* (ii) an adhesive/tacky/ tape cartridge mounted to the pivot arm, the tape 
cartridge including a supply/98/ tape core and a take up/99/ tape core (col 9, lines 18- 
65) 

* wherein a force exerted on the pivot arm causes the arm to pivot so that the 
tape cartridge and cleaning roller engage each other, and the tape removes debris from 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,658 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2861 

the roller as the tape is peeled from the supply tape core to the take up tape core and 
the cleaning roller rotates (col 11, lines 5-68). 

* regarding claim 2, wherein the cleaning roller is made from a rubber material 
(col 8, lines 27-45). 

* regarding claim 4, wherein a motor means causes the pivot arm to pivot so that 
the tape cartridge and cleaning roller engage each other (col 8, line 28-col 1 1 , line 68, 
col 10, line 31 -col 11, line 68). 

* regarding claim 5, wherein the pivot arm comprises a motor gear and shaft for 
driving the arm (col 8, line 28-col 11, line 68, col 10, line 31- col 11, line 68). 

* regarding claim 6, wherein the pivot arm further comprises an idler gear having 
a one way clutch (col 8, line 28-col 11, line 68, col 10, line 31- col 1 1, line 68). 

* regarding claim 9, wherein the peeling of the tape exerts a force on the cleaning 
roller, thereby causing the tape to maintain continuous contact with the cleaning roller 
as the roller rotates (col 8, line 28-col 1 1 , line 68, col 1 1 , lines 5-68). 
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* regarding claim 1 1 , further comprising a rotatable slotted wheel attached to the 
cleaning roller and an optical sensor for detecting movement of the slots on the wheel 
(col 8, line28-col 11, line 68), 

* regarding claim 15, further comprising a lamination station for laminating a film 
to a surface of the card (col 8, line 28-col 11, line 68, col 9, lines 37-65), 

* regarding claim 16, a card-cleaning means comprising a translating, plate 
member mounted to a frame of the printer, said plated member being capable of 
contacting a surface of the card so that the plate collects debris from the card surface; 
wherein a force exerted on the pivot arm causes the arm to pivot so that the tape 
cartridge and plate member engage each other, and the tape removes debris from the 
plate as the tape is peeled from the supply tape core to the take up tape core and the 
plate member translates (col 8, line 28-col 11, line 68). 

* futher regarding claim 50, a spindle connected to said frame for receiving a 
cleaning media located on a core wherein the media includes at least one adhesive 
surface for contacting said roller to thereby remove debris from the roller, wherein said 
spindle comprises one or more splines, whereby said spline facilitates connection of 
said spindle to the core of the cleaning media (col 8, line 28-col 11, line 68). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

. (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 7, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lindsay in view of LaManna (US 5685043). 

Lindsay disclose all of the claimed limitations except for the following: 

* regarding claim 3, further comprising spring biasing means connected to said 
card-cleaning roller to urge said card cleaning roller against the surface of the card. 

* regarding claim 8, wherein the upper core of the tape cartridge comprises a 
spline for mounting the tape cartridge to the pivot arm. 

* regarding claim 7, wherein the pivot arm further comprises a drive gear spline. 

LaManna et al. disclose the following: 

* regarding claim 3, further comprising spring biasing means connected to said 
card-cleaning roller to urge said card cleaning roller against the surface of the card (fig 
2, col 4, lines 15-67) for the purpose of removing loose particles. 
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regarding claim 8, a spline for mounting the tape cartridge to the pivot arm (fig 2, 
col 4, lines 1 15-67) for the purpose of removing loose particles. 

* regarding claim 8, a spline for mounting the tape cartridge to the pivot arm (fig 
2, col 4, lines 15-67) for the purpose of removing loose particles. 

* regarding claim 7, wherein the pivot arm further comprises a drive gear spline 
(fig 2, col 4, lines 15-67) for the purpose of removing loose particles. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to utilize spring biasing means connected to said card- 
cleaning roller to urge said card cleaning roller against the surface of the card; a spline 
for mounting the tape cartridge to the pivot arm; and a drive gear spline, taught by 
LaManna et al. into Lindsay for the purpose of removing loose particles. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lindsay in view 
Meier et al. (2002/01 06229 A1 ). 
Lindsay disclose the following: 

* regarding claim 17, a card-cleaning assembly for a printer (Abstract); 

* a roller mounted to a frame of the printer and adjacent to a surface of a card in 
the printer such that the roller collects debris from the surface of the card; a pivot arm 
connected to the frame of the printer; a supply tape core and a take up tape core 
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containing a media having at least one adhesive surface, wherein at least one of said 
supply tape core and said take up tape core is coupled to said pivot arm (col 8, line 28- 
col 11, line 68). 

Meier et al. disclose the following: 

* means for applying a force to said pivot arm, wherein the force exerted on the 
pivot arm causes the arm to pivot toward said roller so that the media engages said 
roller to thereby remove debris from the roller (col4, lines 22-41) for the purpose of 
removing debris. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to utilize means for applying a force to said pivot arm, 
wherein the force exerted on the pivot arm causes the arm to pivot toward said roller so 
that the media engages said roller to thereby remove debris from the roller, taught by 
Meier into Lindsay for the purpose of removing debris. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 13, 25-49, 57-65 are allowed. 

Claims 10, 12, 14, 18-24, 51-56 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Communication With The USPTO 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to K. Feggins whose telephone number is 571-272-2254. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patel Vip can be reached on 571-272-2458. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



PRIMARY 




